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sure loyalty, accepted it with a smiling face and a steady heart1.
And to put this into execution, he then went to make prepara-
tions at Lixboa, from where he departed in December on the
eve of the day of Santa Luzia2 in the year one thousand four
hundred and eighty-one, having already sent forward the ureas,
which were to wait for him at Cabo Verde. And because he
carried orders that the fortress was to be built in the land of
Mina at whatever place he thought the best, from the Cabo das
Tres Pontas up to the Cabo das Redes, which are forty leagues
distant more or less one from the other, accordingly in this lati-
tude he went forward a little from the rest of the fleet, and with
much care and caution he examined and selected the places of
all that land suitable for this purpose; and at some, where the
disposition of the land was good, he found the sea very con-
trary on account of bad anchorage, and at others, where the sea
was suitable, the land and the rocks would not allow it, either on
account of shallows or for lack of water. And finally, guided by
the Holy Spirit and committing himself to its care, he arrived
near the village, which was called das Duas Partes [Village of
the Two Parts]3, where he disembarked on Wednesday,the nine-
teenth of January, in the year one thousand four hundred and
eighty-two, and, examining with great care the lofty situation of
the land, which was very suitable for defence and for the health
of the people, and having tested and sounded the anchorages of
the sea for the ships, he discovered that a better disposition for
a fortress could neither be found nor pictured, especially since
there was much rock, and a large settlement, which offered hope
to the inhabitants of fresh water and other provisions for very
long periods. And on the next day, which was the day of Sam
1 Diogo d'Azambuja (1432-1518) had distinguished himself in the service
of Portugal at the siege of Alegrete, where he fought by the side of John II, at
that time heir-apparent. Pina's use of the phrase 'being informed of the
virtues, loyalty, great courage and good sense of [d'Azambuja]* suggests that
he was quoting from an official decree, now lost, issued by John II appoint-
ing d'Azambuja to be governor of the castle which he was to build at Mina.
Cf. doc. 47.
* December 12.
3 The name of the native village is suggestive. Had it anything to do with
the fact that the ground, on which the castle was built, was shared between
the Fetu and the Comani?